
Name: 

Syntactic Ambiguity 

 

Below are three different newspaper headlines; each one is syntactically 

ambiguous. For each one, draw the two trees that correspond to its two possible 

interpretation and briefly state the difference in meaning. 

 

1. British Left Waffles on Falklands. (The Guardian) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Enraged Cow Injures Farmer with Axe. (Wichita Falls Record News) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Suspect Held in Killing of Reporter for Variety. (New York Times) 


